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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . It is hereby acknowledged that the following papers have been received and placed of 
record in the file: Amendment (dated 10/24/2004). 

2. Claims 1-20 are presented for examination. 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-20 have been considered but are deemed 
to be moot in view of new grounds of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. Claims 1-5, 7 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over IBM 
Technical Disclosure Bulletin - "Dynamic Time-Dependent User Interface Modification" - 
January 1994 [IBMTDB]. 

6. Regarding claim 1, IBMTDB discloses an electronic information retrieval device that is 
activated when used and deactivated when not used (computer system), comprising: 

a time source (computer's system clock) [p. 2, line 14]; 

at least one output device (computer's display) [p. 1, 4 th paragraph]; 

a plurality of time values (pre-set time values such as 7:30am-2:00pm, 2:00pm-5:00pm, 
5:00pm-9:30pm) [p. 2, 4 th paragraph] and a corresponding plurality of time-based initialization 
default values [p. 2, 5 th paragraph]; 
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wherein upon initialization of said device when activated from a deactivated state (upon 
power on when used) [IBMTDB discloses that, in prior art system, the users have to have their 
settings for retrieval next time the system power on or reboot, p. 1, last paragraph to p. 2, 1 st 
paragraph, in contrast with the prior art system, IBMTDB's system automatically retrieves the 
setting, when the computer is used, based on the time of day, p. 2, 2 nd and 4 th paragraphs], 
compares current time value to said plurality of time values [in order for the system to retrieve 
the right settings, the system must compare the current time with the pre-set time values], 
retrieves a corresponding particular time-based initialization default value from said plurality of 
time-based initialization default values, and uses said particular time-based initialization default 
value to retrieve particular information for outputting to said output device [p. 1, 2 nd paragraph; 
p. 2, 2 nd -5 th paragraphs], 

IBMTDB does not explicitly disclose that the computer comprising a memory for storing 
values and a processor communicating with time source, output device and memory. However, 
one of ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that a memory would obviously provided 
in the computer for storing the settings in order for the computer recalls the settings when the 
computer is used. Furthermore, a processor is a must have component in a computer for 
processing the computer tasks. Processor is the heart of the computer and the processor controls 
most, if not all, components in the computer. Therefore, the processor obviously communicates 
with the time source for obtaining the current time, communicates with the output device 
(display) for displaying information, and communicates with the memory for retrieving the 
settings. 
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7. Regarding claim 2, IBMTDB discloses that a predetermined time value of said plurality 
of time values includes a time-of-day value [p. 2, 4 th paragraph]. 

8. Regarding claim 3, IBMTDB does not explicitly disclose that a predetermined time value 
of said plurality of time values includes a day-of-week value. However, since the time to recall 
the settings is programmable [p. 2, 4 th paragraph], one of ordinary skill in the art would have 
recognized that it would have been obvious to program the retrieval of the settings based on the 
day-of-week such as adults use the computer during weekdays and children use the computer 
during weekends. 

9. Regarding claim 4, IBMTDB does not explicitly disclose that a predetermined time value 
of said plurality of time values includes a week-of-year value. However, since the time to recall 
the settings is programmable [p. 2, 4 th paragraph], one of ordinary skill in the art would have 
recognized that it would have been obvious to program the retrieval of the settings based on the 
week-of-year such as adults use the computer during weeks 1-26 and 35-52 of the year and 
children use the computer during weeks 27-34 of the year (weeks 27-34 of the year is summer 
time, children don't have to go to school). 

10. Regarding claim 5, IBMTDB does not explicitly disclose that a predetermined time value 
of said plurality of time values includes a solar value. However, since the time to recall the 
settings is programmable [p. 2, 4 th paragraph], one of ordinary skill in the art would have 
recognized that it would have been obvious to program the retrieval of the settings based on the 
solar time such as adults use the computer during day time (e.g. 7:00am-5 :00pm) and children 
use the computer during evening time (e.g. after 5:00pm). 
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1 1 . Regarding claim 7, IBMTDB discloses that the computer system includes power supply 
[p. 2, 7 th paragraph]. Powering on the computer when the computer receives electrical from the 
power supply is well known in the art. 

12. Regarding claim 9, IBMTDB teaches that the plurality of time values and the plurality of 
time-based initialization default values are user settable [p. 2, 4 th - 5 th paragraphs]. 

13. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over IBMTDB as 
applied to claim 1 above, in view of Kim (U.S. Patent No. 5,892,503). 

14. Regarding claim 6, IBMTDB does not explicitly disclose that the computer system 
including keyboard nor power on the computer system by the keyboard. However, one of 
ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that a typical computer system obviously 
including keyboard for inputting user's commands. 

Kim teaches that a computer system comprising a keyboard which includes a power 
switch for powering on/off the computer [col. 3, lines 49-50]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to modify the teachings of IBMTDB to integrate a power switch to control the computer power 
into the keyboard as taught by Kim. The modification would increase the convenience for the 
users [Kim, col. 3, lines 61-67]. Alternatively, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to replace the IBMTDB 5 s keyboard by the keyboard 
which includes a power switch for powering on/off the computer as taught by Kim because it 
would increase the convenience for the users [Kim, col. 3, lines 61-67]. 

15. Claims 8, 10, 12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
IBMTDB as applied to claim 1 above, in view of Frederiksen (U.S. Patent No. 6,195,569). 
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16. Regarding claim 8, IBMTDB does not teaches that the memory of the electronic device 
stores an initialization use pattern. Particularly, IBMTDB does not teach that a most frequently 
used value can be set as default value. 

Frederiksen teaches that an electronic device (phone) record the most frequently used 
value and set the most frequently used value as default value [col. 3, lines 29-32]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the teachings of IBMTDB to record the most frequently used value and be 
able to provide the most frequently used value as default value as taught by Frederiksen. The 
modification would increase the flexibility of the system by allowing the system be able to 
immediately recall the most frequently used value upon the computer powering on, therefore, the 
users' time could be saved. 

17. Regarding claim 10, IBMTDB discloses an electronic information retrieval device that is 
activated when used and deactivated when not used (computer system), comprising: 

a time source (computer's system clock) [p. 2, line 14]; 

at least one output device (computer's display) [p. 1, 4 th paragraph]; 

a plurality of time values (pre-set time values such as 7:30am-2:00pm 5 2:00pm-5:00pm, 
5:00pm-9:30pm) [p. 2, 4 th paragraph] and a corresponding plurality of time-based initialization 
default values [p. 2, 5 th paragraph]; 

wherein upon initialization of said device (upon power on when used) [IBMTDB 
discloses that, in prior art system, the users have to have their settings for retrieval next time the 
system power on or reboot, p. 1, last paragraph to p. 2, 1 st paragraph, in contrast with the prior art 
system, IBMTDB 's system automatically retrieves the setting, when the computer is used, based 
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on the time of day, p. 2, 2 nd and 4 th paragraphs], compares current time value to said plurality of 
time values [in order for the system to retrieve the right settings, the system must compare the 
current time with the pre-set time values], retrieves a corresponding particular time-based 
initialization default value from said plurality of time-based initialization default values, and uses 
said particular time-based initialization default value to retrieve particular information for 
outputting to said output device [p. 1, 2 nd paragraph; p. 2, 2 nd - 5 th paragraphs]. 

IBMTDB does not explicitly disclose that the computer comprising a memory for storing 
values and a processor communicating with time source, output device and memory. However, 
one of ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that a memory would obviously provided 
in the computer for storing the settings in order for the computer recalls the settings when the 
computer is used. Furthermore, a processor is a must have component in a computer for 
processing the computer tasks. Processor is the heart of the computer and the processor controls 
most, if not all, components in the computer. Therefore, the processor obviously communicates 
with the time source for obtaining the current time, communicates with the output device 
(display) for displaying information, and communicates with the memory for retrieving the 
settings. 

Furthermore, IBMTDB does not teaches that the memory of the electronic device stores 
an initialization use pattern. Particularly, IBMTDB does not teach that a most frequently used 
value can be set as default value. 

Frederiksen teaches that an electronic device (phone) record the most frequently used 
value and set the most frequently used value as default value [col. 3, lines 29-32]. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the teachings of IBMTDB to record the most frequently used value and be 
able to provide the most frequently used value as default value as taught by Frederiksen. The 
modification would increase the flexibility of the system by allowing the system be able to 
immediately recall the most frequently used value upon the computer powering on, therefore, the 
users' time could be saved. 

18. Regarding claim 12, IBMTDB discloses that the computer system includes power supply 
[p. 2, 7 th paragraph]. Powering on the computer when the computer receives electrical from the 
power supply is well known in the art. 

19. Regarding claim 13, IBMTDB teaches that the plurality of time values and the plurality 
of time-based initialization default values are user settable [p. 2, 4 th - 5 th paragraphs]. 

20. Claims 1 1 and 14-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
IBMTDB in view of Frederiksen as applied to claim 10 above, and further in view of Kim (U.S. 
Patent No. 5,892,503). 

2 1 . Regarding claim 1 1 , both IBMTDB and Frederiksen do not explicitly disclose that the 
computer system including keyboard nor power on the computer system by the keyboard. 
However, one of ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that a typical computer system 
obviously including keyboard for inputting user's commands. 

Kim teaches that a computer system comprising a keyboard which includes a power 
switch for powering on/off the computer [col. 3, lines 49-50]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to modify the teachings of IBMTDB -Frederiksen to integrate a power switch to control the 
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computer power into the keyboard as taught by Kim. The modification would increase the 
convenience for the users [Kim, col. 3, lines 61-67]. Alternatively, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to replace the IBMTDB- 
Frederiksen's keyboard by the keyboard which includes a power switch for powering on/off the 
computer as taught by Kim because it would increase the convenience for the users [Kim, col. 3, 
lines 61-67]. 

22. Regarding claims 14-20, since they recite method of operating of the apparatus defined in 
the apparatus claims, they are rejected accordingly based on the rejection of the apparatus claims. 

Conclusion 

23. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 
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24. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thuan N. Du whose telephone number is (571) 272-3673. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday and Wednesday-Friday: 9:30 AM - 8:00 PM, 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynne H. Browne can be reached on (571) 272-3670. 
Central TC telephone number is (571) 272-2100. 
The fax number for the organization is (703) 872-9306. 

25. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll free). 




Thuan N. Du 
January 6, 2005 



